
 

 

SCRUTINY ADVISORY BOARD – CHILDREN AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE 

Meeting date: 21 September 2021 

From: Executive Director People 

 
 

Cumbria’s Children and Young People Plan 2021-24 
 

1.0 Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide the Board with an overview of the refreshed Cumbria Children 
and Young People’s Plan. 

2.0 Issues for Scrutiny 

2.1 Scrutiny is asked to: 

2.1.1 Note the update provided. 

2.1.2 To make recommendations to the CTB through the Executive Director 
People (Chair) and the Assistant Director Integration and Partnerships 
(Vice-Chair). 

3.0 Background 

3.1 Cumbria’s Children Trust Board (CTB) sets the strategic priorities for 
children and young people in Cumbria and oversees the development and 
implementation of the Children and Young People’s plan. The CTB is the 
partnership board for the Think Family approach in Cumbria and the delivery 
of the Early Help Strategy.  

3.2 Our aim as the CTB is to support children and young people to make the 
best possible life choices, promoting work in communities that is based on 
encouraging greater collaboration between organisations and partnerships. 
We are aspirational for our children and young people wanting them to be 
the very best that they can in all aspects of their lives. 

3.3 Over the last 18 months, children and their families have had to deal with the 
impacts of Covid-19, with some devastating effects on relationships, social 
contacts, education, employment, mental health, and increased risk of harm 
resulting in a shift in demand across the system.  

3.4 The CTB has come together and used the strength of the partnerships to 
make best use of the resources and meet challenges at both strategic and 
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operational levels – to ensure that children and their families get the most 
appropriate support and that schools, as the ultimate universal services, are 
central to our response. 

3.5 Given this shift in demand, our planning and priorities now need to be 
reviewed to be more flexible and responsive to meet the changing needs of 
Cumbrian communities as we progress out of the current pandemic. 

3.6 The CTB has therefore refreshed the Children and Young People’s plan to 
capture the activities the partnership will undertake going forward in its role 
in Covid Recovery, owning the actions set out in the Recovery Strategy 
Outcomes Framework. 

3.7 The CTB also considered the need to refresh the Plan in anticipation of the 
impending Local Government Reform decision (which we have now 
received). The CTB wanted this plan to transcend the LGR outcome and be 
fit for purpose to take Cumbria through to the establishment of the new 
authorities to ensure a safe and secure system for which to operate to 
deliver services for Cumbrian Children, regardless of the decision. 

3.8 The Children and Young People’s Plan 2021-2024 has three overarching 
strategic priorities underpinned by a number of outcomes, to make Cumbria 
the best place for children, young people and families to be: 

Priority 1: Children and young people are happy and healthy 

Outcome: Children and young people do not experience health inequalities 

Outcomes: Children and young people enjoy positive emotional wellbeing 
and mental health 

Outcome: Children and young people maintain a healthy weight and good 
levels of physical activity  

Priority 2: Child and young people are safe 

Outcome: Children, young people and their families receive coordinated 
support at the earliest opportunity to improve whole family outcomes 

Priority 3: Children and young people are achieving 

Outcome: Raising achievement levels for all children and young people 
across Cumbria 

Outcome: Children and young people have opportunities and aspirations for 
the future. 

3.9 The plan also sets out the action we will take and the measures we will use 
to evidence the plan’s impact.  

3.10 The CTB would welcome Scrutiny involvement in challenging the progress 
with the plan and will bring regular updates throughout the life of the plan. 



 

3 
 

Fiona Musgrave, Assistant Director Integration and Partnerships 

September 2021 
 
 
  
 
Appendices 
 
Children and Young People’s Plan  
 
 
Previous Relevant Council or Executive Decisions 
[including Local Committees] 
 
No previous relevant decisions. 
 
 
Background Papers 
 
No background papers. 
 
 
Contact: Fiona Musgrave, Fiona.musgrave@cumbria.gov.uk    
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